
S TO RM DR AI NAGE 

As a city becomes urbanized, a greater amount of the earth's 

surface becomes covered with asphalt, concrete and bu il dings which 

rainwater cannot penetrate. It is, therefore, necessar y for cities 

to provide storm drainage s y stems to take care of the run-off water 

created by the hard surfaces. Storm sewers offer protection a g ainst 

major flood drainage as the y collect and dispose of rainwater. The 

s y stem of storm sewers can be compared to a creek or natural dra in­

age area because all water is disposed of b y gravit y flow. 

In Thomasville, wherever there are paved streets there are 

storm sewers or storm drainage ditches. The size of the pipe de -

pends on the expected precipitation, area, and shape of the water 

shed, and the ground slope. It is the practice of the city to 

install storm sewers when streets are paved so that the s y stem is 

being gradually enlarged. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. During the course of this stud y it was found that no maps 
were available showing the size, location, and area 
served by the storm sewer s y stem. To encoura g e the 
keeping of such records, it is recommended that maps 
be prepared that will show the existin g s y stem and 
possible future extensions. 

STREET SYSTEM 

The street s y stem is the circulation s y stem of the city . It 

provides a means of circulating people and goods within and through -

out a cit y . A street s y stem is also the structural element in a 

cit y as it provides the form for urban growth . As a structural 

element it prov i des boundaries for residential ne ig hborhoods and 

other major land uses. Viewed in this light, it can be understood 

that there are various t y pes of streets. 
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